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Our Macmillan nurse Marie came up 
with a brilliant way for Emily Button to 
help my granddaughter through cancer

Continued...

I’ll support the Greatest Gift appeal
so every famIly lIke emily’s can have
the care of a MacMillan nurse

Please return this completed form, together with your gift, in the prepaid envelope enclosed to:

Macmillan Cancer Support, Greatest Gift Appeal, Freepost SN1457, Melksham, Wiltshire, SN12 7BR.
Thank you for supporting our appeal. If you do not require an acknowledgement letter please tick this box. 

By telling us your date of birth we can save valuable funds by contacting you about the
most relevant products, offers and services. Email and text are inexpensive ways for us
to keep you updated, please provide your email and mobile number below if you are
happy for us to contact you in this way. 

Email:

Mobile:

Date of birth:              /                /

Please give a
little extra.
Thank you, 

Val x

OR debit your: CAF Charity Card    Visa    MasterCard    Maestro  

Card No: Issue No: (Maestro only)

Valid From: 
-

Expiry Date: 
-

Payment Please make your cheque/postal order/Charity Voucher payable to Macmillan Cancer Support 

Signature:                                                      Date:      /        /

Your gift goes 25% further with Gift Aid

2

Your details Please check your details below

Please return this form or visit macmillan.org.uk/thegreatestgift

Please write your total gift amount here    £

Or my own amount

£

1

3

4

5

Please use your Emily Button stickers to tell us how much you’d like to give this Christmas 
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£XXX£XXX£XXX

Dear personalised, 

Two Christmases ago, like many other new grandmothers, I was looking
forward to spending the day with my family and my beautiful
granddaughter Emily. She’d turned two that year and I couldn’t wait to
see her smile when she opened her Christmas present from me – an
Emily Button doll. 

As I watched her face light up, I could never have imagined what was
about to hit my family. Nor could I know how we would all come to rely
on one amazing woman – our Macmillan nurse, Marie. 

It started when Emily’s mum, my daughter Jenna, was diagnosed with
bowel cancer. I felt like all my nightmares were coming true at once. And
yet, incredibly, the worst was still to come. 

While Jenna was still recovering from surgery to remove a tumour, Emily
was diagnosed with leukaemia. 

The last 18 months have truly been a nightmare for my whole
family. But Marie has been there for us every step of the way. Now
Macmillan needs your help today. 

Without Marie’s support, I don’t know how our family would have coped.
She is both Emily’s nurse and a friend. I know her care for my family is
only made possible by Macmillan supporters like you, and I want to thank
you for your generosity. I hope that as Christmas approaches you are able
to make a donation of £XX. Your Christmas gift will mean Macmillan can
be there for more families like mine – supporting them, just as Marie
continues to support us. 

<Full Name> 
<Add 1>
<Add 2>
<Add 3>
<Town>
<County>
<Postcode>

<SMS>/<source code>

<Full Name>
<Add 1>, 
<Add 2>, 
<Add 3>, 
<Town>, 
<County>, 
<Postcode>
<SMS>/<source code>

Print Name:                                                                                                   Date:      /        /

Please let us know if your tax
circumstances or personal details
change so we can amend our records.

Please treat all the donations I make or have made to Macmillan Cancer Support in the last 4 years as Gift Aid donations, until I notify you otherwise.
I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in each tax year, that is at least equal to the tax that Charities & CASCs I donate to will reclaim on my gifts.
I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify and that Macmillan Cancer Support will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give.

Thank you for agreeing to a Gift Aid declaration on <Date>. 

For every pound you donate to us in response to this appeal, Macmillan Cancer Support gets an extra 25 pence from
HM Revenue & Customs at NO extra cost to you. 

Please let us know if your tax circumstances or name and address details change so we can amend our records.

Thank you for letting us know that you are not a UK tax payer. 

Macmillan has not been claiming Gift Aid on your donations. However, if your circumstances change in the future, and you decide
that you would like us to claim Gift Aid on your donations, please phone us on 0300 1000 200 and we will be happy to help. 

could help pay for 96
copies of The Cancer Guide
to help a family understand

a cancer diagnosis

could help pay for a
Macmillan nurse like Marie

to support a family like
Emily’s for two hours

could help run a
Macmillan information

and support centre 
for an hour

could help keep a
Macmillan information and
support centre stocked with

resources for a week

could help pay for a
Macmillan nurse like Marie

to support a family like
Emily’s for half a day

could help pay for a
Macmillan cancer

information and support
specialist for a day

could help pay for 
a Macmillan cancer

information and support
specialist for a day

could help pay for a
Macmillan nurse like 

Marie to support a family
like Emily’s for a day

could help pay for 
a Macmillan grant 

to help a family 
facing cancer

could help pay for a
Macmillan nurse like Marie

to support a family like
Emily’s for two days

could help run a 
large Macmillan

information and support
centre for a day 

could pay for a service
provided by volunteers 
that offers emotional 
or practical support



Macmillan Cancer Support, registered charity in England and Wales (261017), Scotland (SC039907) and the Isle of Man (604). MACXXXXX

Me and Emily

Me, my granddaughter Emily and my daughter Jenna

Maria and Emily, with mum Jenna

Emily’s dad, John, was the first of us to meet
Marie. At that point, he was staying in the
children’s ward 24/7, never leaving his little
girl’s side. 

Emily’s a real daddy’s girl and it broke John’s heart
to see his tiny daughter so poorly. As you can
imagine, he felt overwhelmed by the medical jargon,
treatment options and Emily’s prognosis. Every day
brought more and more questions. 

And that’s where Macmillan came in. Marie
introduced herself to John and talked through all of
his worries – from answering queries about side-
effects, to simply listening to his fears. 

At this point, I spent my days moving between
Emily’s ward on the fourth floor and Jenna’s
on the floor below. I was torn between the two
most important people in my life. 

I felt like our family was facing total devastation.
But somehow, with Marie’s help, I kept going. 

During those early weeks, Jenna simply wasn’t well
enough to fully comprehend what was happening
to Emily. There were so many things I didn’t know,
reassurances I couldn’t give. Thankfully, Marie
could. She went to meet Jenna in hospital and
talked to her about what to expect for Emily. From
then on, Jenna knew she could turn to Marie – and
so did I. 

At every stage, Marie has helped us to
understand Emily’s condition. But it’s one
thing to explain leukaemia to us – grown
adults. When Emily came home, we faced the
challenge of explaining cancer treatment to a
three year old girl. 

When Emily left hospital she had a Hickman line
attached to her chest to administer her drugs and a
nose tube for feeding. It was very confusing for her –
and the cancer, chemotherapy and steroids left her
feeling very poorly and upset. We were desperate to
help her feel better, but we simply didn’t know how. 

Once again, Marie knew exactly what to do and
who to turn to. The Christmas present I had given
Emily all those months before – Emily Button. 

Together with Emily, Marie attached a mini
Hickman line to the doll’s chest. She taught Emily
how to keep Emily Button’s ‘line’ clean and how to
use a toy syringe. Marie helped Emily feel confident

about all the different procedures she was faced with. And because Emily could give Emily Button her
‘special medicine’, she was happy for Marie to give her the medicine too. 

In fact, Emily loves ‘treating’ Emily Button so much, she’s already decided to be a doctor when she grows
up. I know that as her grandmother I’m biased, but I’m sure you can see why I feel so incredibly proud of
how smart and brave she is. 

It wasn’t just the practicalities of her treatment. Marie used Emily Button to encourage Emily to
talk about how she was feeling too.

It’s not easy for children as young as Emily to talk about emotions. Marie showed us how Emily could
express how she felt through play. She used Emily Button to help Emily communicate when she was upset,
confused, or even in pain. Playing with the doll became a way for us to understand what Emily was going
through, so we could do even more to support her through her cancer. 

Throughout all of our scares and worries and
tears, my family has had Marie by our side. But
I know this Christmas many families facing
cancer won’t have Macmillan’s vital support. 

And that’s why I hope my family’s story inspires you
to give a Christmas gift of £XX – or however much
you can. 

Knowing we have Marie to turn to has helped us to
carry on. When you see her chatting and playing with
Emily, you can see just how special their relationship is.
For us, she’s truly become part of our family. 

I can’t imagine how we would cope without Marie’s support. I hate to think that other families facing
cancer don’t have someone like her to turn to – especially at Christmas. So please, make a donation to
Macmillan today. No family should have to face cancer alone. With your help, they won’t have to. 

From the bottom of my heart, thank you, and Merry Christmas.

Val Simpson 

PS Just as Emily Button played a role in helping my Emily cope with cancer, she’s also taking part in
Macmillan’s appeal. You can use her ‘button’ stickers on your form to make a donation. And remember, if
you need support then Macmillan is there for you too. You can call their Information and Support line for
free on 0808 808 00 00. After all, none of us should have to face cancer alone. 

how we’re supporting
children wIth cancer
in <bIrMinGham and
surroundIng areas>

‘Macmillan’s paediatric nurses like
Marie are working up and down the
country. Here in the <Birmingham and
the surrounding areas>, my <X>
colleagues and I make sure the <X>
children living with cancer, and their
families, get all the care and support
they need. Children like <name>, who
I care for. <Name> was diagnosed
with <cancer> in <20XX>. I’ve been
supporting <his/her> family ever since.
By supporting Macmillan’s Greatest Gift
Appeal 2013, you can help us reach
out to even more children like Emily
and <Name> – both in the
<Birmingham and the surrounding
areas> and right across the UK.’ 

<Name>, 
Macmillan Paediatric Nurse, 
<City> 
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Our Macmillan nurse Marie came up 
with a brilliant way for Emily Button to 
help my granddaughter through cancer

Continued...

I’ll support the Greatest Gift appeal
so every famIly lIke emily’s can have
the care of a MacMillan nurse

Please return this completed form, together with your gift, in the prepaid envelope enclosed to:

Macmillan Cancer Support, Greatest Gift Appeal, Freepost SN1457, Melksham, Wiltshire, SN12 7BR.
Thank you for supporting our appeal. If you do not require an acknowledgement letter please tick this box. 

By telling us your date of birth we can save valuable funds by contacting you about the
most relevant products, offers and services. Email and text are inexpensive ways for us
to keep you updated, please provide your email and mobile number below if you are
happy for us to contact you in this way. 

Email:

Mobile:

Date of birth:               /                /

Please make your cheque/postal order/Charity Voucher payable to Macmillan Cancer Support 

OR debit your: CAF Charity Card    Visa    MasterCard    Maestro  

Card No: Issue No: (Maestro only)

Valid From: 
-

Expiry Date: 
-

Payment 

Signature:                                                      Date:      /        /

Your gift goes 25% further with Gift Aid

2

Your details Please check your details below

Please return this form or visit macmillan.org.uk/thegreatestgift

Or my own amount

£
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Please use your Emily Button stickers to tell us how much you’d like to give this Christmas 
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Dear personalised, 

Two Christmases ago, like many other new grandmothers, I was looking
forward to spending the day with my family and my beautiful
granddaughter Emily. She’d turned two that year and I couldn’t wait to
see her smile when she opened her Christmas present from me – an
Emily Button doll. 

As I watched her face light up, I could never have imagined what was
about to hit my family. Nor could I know how we would all come to rely
on one amazing woman – our Macmillan nurse, Marie. 

It started when Emily’s mum, my daughter Jenna, was diagnosed with
bowel cancer. I felt like all my nightmares were coming true at once. And
yet, incredibly, the worst was still to come. 

While Jenna was still recovering from surgery to remove a tumour, Emily
was diagnosed with leukaemia. 

The last 18 months have truly been a nightmare for my whole
family. But Marie has been there for us every step of the way. Now
Macmillan needs your help today. 

Without Marie’s support, I don’t know how our family would have coped.
She is both Emily’s nurse and a friend. I know her care for my family is
only made possible by Macmillan supporters like you, and I want to thank
you for your generosity. I hope that as Christmas approaches you are able
to make a donation of £XX. Your Christmas gift will mean Macmillan can
be there for more families like mine – supporting them, just as Marie
continues to support us. 

<Full Name> 
<Add 1>
<Add 2>
<Add 3>
<Town>
<County>
<Postcode>

<SMS>/<source code>

<Full Name>
<Add 1>, 
<Add 2>, 
<Add 3>, 
<Town>, 
<County>, 
<Postcode>
<SMS>/<source code>

Print Name:                                                                                                   Date:      /        /

Please let us know if your tax
circumstances or personal details
change so we can amend our records.

Please treat all the donations I make or have made to Macmillan Cancer Support in the last 4 years as Gift Aid donations, until I notify you otherwise.
I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in each tax year, that is at least equal to the tax that Charities & CASCs I donate to will reclaim on my gifts.
I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify and that Macmillan Cancer Support will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give.

Thank you for agreeing to a Gift Aid declaration on <Date>. 

For every pound you donate to us in response to this appeal, Macmillan Cancer Support gets an extra 25 pence from
HM Revenue & Customs at NO extra cost to you. 

Please let us know if your tax circumstances or name and address details change so we can amend our records.

Thank you for letting us know that you are not a UK tax payer. 

Macmillan has not been claiming Gift Aid on your donations. However, if your circumstances change in the future, and you decide
that you would like us to claim Gift Aid on your donations, please phone us on 0300 1000 200 and we will be happy to help. 
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for half a day
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for a day
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for two days
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