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thaNk you

I was faced wIth aN Impossible choIce 

Email and text are inexpensive ways for us to keep you updated about our work. Please provide your email
address and mobile number below if you’re happy for us to contact you in this way. 

Please make your cheque/postal order/Charity Voucher payable to Macmillan Cancer Support OR debit your

(please tick): CAF Charity Card Visa MasterCard Maestro 

Card No:                                                                                               Issue No:

                  (Maestro only)

Valid From: Expiry Date: 

/ /

I have enclosed a donation of:

Signature:                              Date:        /         /

Your unique supporter no:

Tel: Email:

Save us money

Date of birth: 
/          / By telling us your date of birth we can save valuable funds by contacting you about

the most relevant products, offers and services.

Please return this completed form, together with your gift, in the prepaid envelope enclosed to: Freepost 
RTGZ-KUHJ-XHKU, July appeal, Macmillan Cancer Support, 2A Halifax Road, Melksham SN12 6YY

Thank you for supporting our appeal. If you do not require an acknowledgement letter please tick this box. 

Your gift goes 25% further with Gift Aid

Payment

Please return this form or visit macmillan.org.uk/courage

No oNe should
face cancer aloNe 

That’s why I’m

supportIng MacMillaN 
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Leaving a gift in your will to Macmillan is an extra way of looking after the people you care about, just in case
they ever need us. To find out more about gifts in wills please tick here. 

A gift for everyone5

Angela

Continued...

<S> <T> <U> or £

<SMS>
<Full Name> 
<Add 1>,
<Add 2>
<Add 3>,
<Town>, <County> <source code>
<Postcode>

Dear personalised,

<For most women,> being told
you’re expecting a baby is a time for
celebration and excitement. But when 
I learnt I was pregnant, I felt like my
life was spinning out of control. You
see, the news came three days before
I was due to have an operation for 
cervical cancer. 

Suddenly, I had days to make an impossible decision. To go
ahead with the surgery to remove the cancer would mean
having to lose my baby. But not having the operation and
keeping my baby would risk the cancer spreading. 

I simply did not know what to do. I didn’t know where to turn.
And then I met Julie, my Macmillan nurse. Without having her
to talk to about my cruel dilemma, I wouldn’t have found the
courage to make the decision that saved my baby’s life, and
my own. 

<Label Name> 
<Address Line 1>
<Address Line 2>
<Address Line 3>
<Address Town>
<Address Postcode>

<Supporter URN>/<Source code>

that more people facing cancer can have the Macmillan
team by their side. 

On 25 January 2013, at 4.30pm, Zachary was born. 
I truly believe we both owe our lives to Macmillan.  

Throughout everything, Julie gave me the emotional care 
I needed to face my cancer. She enabled me to make the
decision that saved our lives. Without her, I wouldn’t have
gone back to the hospital. I wouldn’t have gone ahead with
the operation. My oldest son might not have his mum, and 
I might not be holding my beautiful baby in my arms today. 

I know there are many more people facing cancer who don’t
have the support of someone like Julie. By donating today,
you can make sure they do. Your gift of <£XX> can help
make sure that everyone facing cancer gets the support they
need from Macmillan, when they need it most. 

So please, give what you can. After all, you only have to 
look at Zachary to know why your support of Macmillan is 
so important. 

Thank you,

Angela 

Yes, I am a UK taxpayer and would like Macmillan Cancer Support to treat all donations 
I make or have made in the last 4 years as Gift Aid donations, until I notify you otherwise.
I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year that is at least equal to the amount of tax
that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes
such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand that Macmillan Cancer Support will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give.

Date:            /             /Please let us know if your tax circumstances or name and
address details change so we can amend our records.

Thank you for letting us know that you are not a UK tax payer. Macmillan has not been
claiming Gift Aid on your donations. 

However, if your circumstances change in the future, and you decide that you would like
us to claim Gift Aid on your donations, please phone us on 0300 1000 200 and we will
be happy to help.

Thank you for agreeing to a Gift Aid declaration on <Date>. For every pound you donate
to us in response to this appeal, Macmillan Cancer Support gets an extra 25 pence from
HM Revenue & Customs at NO extra cost to you.

Please let us know if your tax circumstances or name and address details change so we can
amend our records.



Julie

Angela 

Zachary

Macmillan nurses
are supporting
people in

Where you live, there are 

Macmillan nurses like Julie. 

There are only enough nurses to support 

of people living with cancer in your area.

Each year in your area,

people like Angela are told they have cancer. 

And our nurses are just the start. We also
offer support through our benefits advisers,
employment advisers, counsellors, dieticians 
and a whole range of other professionals.

By making a donation today, you’ll be 
supporting their vital work.

Without Julie, I simply don’t know how I would have
coped. But I know that her support was only made
possible by the generosity of people like you. I’m so
grateful that you have chosen to support Macmillan 
in the past, and I hope you will do again today, with 
a £<S> gift. 

There was a third option on the table. A new type of surgery
was available that could be carried out while I was still
pregnant. Despite the fact this incredibly risky operation had
only been carried out a handful of times across the world, my
surgeon, Dr Ahmed, was willing to try it. 

Knowing how untested the surgery was, I became convinced
that I couldn’t go ahead with this option. I simply didn’t believe
it could be done successfully, and so it didn’t feel like a real
choice at all. Having swerved from one nightmare scenario to
another, I felt there was nothing I could do that would save my
own life, and the life of my baby. 

As I struggled with this terrible decision, 
I couldn’t find a way forward. So 
I poured my heart out to Julie. I just
wanted her to fix everything for me. And,
amazingly, she did. After feeling so alone
with my decision, I felt that I had finally
found someone who would listen, really
listen, to me. Thanks to the specialist
information and support Julie gave me, 
I found the strength to make the choice
that was right for me. 

With Julie’s support, I finally felt I could make my
decision. I chose to become one of the first women in the
world to have this operation while pregnant. 

But even after the surgery, my fears and worries continued.
Thankfully, so did Julie’s support. 

The doctors had explained to me that, as a result of the
operation, there was a very high risk that I might miscarry. 
I couldn’t escape this terrifying thought. I spent the whole of my
pregnancy feeling incredibly anxious for my baby’s survival. 

As the months progressed, 
I could only ever refer to my
baby as ‘it’. That was the only
way I could cope with the
possibility that my baby might
never be born. Finding out if 
I was expecting a boy or a girl,
or starting to think of names, 
was just too painful. 

Time went on, and I knew I had to start
getting things ready for the birth. My
partner’s family wanted to help me buy 
a cot and a Moses basket, but I refused to
store any of it at my house. If I didn’t see
it, I wouldn’t have to be reminded that 
I might never need it.

One of the consequences of having the operation was that my
baby would have to be born by caesarean. After everything I’d
been through just a few months earlier, the thought of going
through another operation was terrifying. I couldn’t shake the
fear that my baby would not survive, and I would be left with 
a scar to remind me of the baby I’d lost. 

Throughout it all, Julie supported me. I knew that
whatever happened, I could always talk to her. She
would regularly call me to check I was doing okay. 

On top of everything else that I was struggling to cope with, 
I also had to deal with the practical and financial implications
of having cancer. Thankfully, Julie was able to put me in touch
with a whole range of Macmillan services to lift the weight of
those day-to-day responsibilities from my shoulders. She
introduced me to a Macmillan employment adviser who helped
me to arrange my sick leave with work. Meanwhile, 
a Macmillan benefits adviser helped to relieve the financial
burden of living with cancer. She even made sure my oldest
son, Alex, got the support he needed. 

These vital services are only made possible by the generosity of
people like you. It’s why I hope you will give <£XX> today, so
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Macmillan recently funded a Macmillan psychology nurse
counsellor at York Hospital. The role involves supporting
people with cancer and their families – helping them to open
up about how cancer impacts on their lives. The nurse will also
show people affected by cancer how to self-manage symptoms
such as depression and anxiety. It’s just another way Macmillan
can help make sure that no one in Yorkshire and the Humber
has to face cancer alone. 
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